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Urban Adaptation: Challenges 



sea-level rise toolkit 



What are our  
options? 

•   Accommodate 
•   Protect 
•   Retreat 
 

How do we 
choose— 
what are the 
tradeoffs? 
 

•   By power  
•   By type of land use 
•   By tradeoffs 

What are my options? 



Urban Heat 



heat kills 700 per 
year 



urban heat toolkit 



Heat 
adaptation 
methods 

• Green roofs 
• Cool roofs 
• Cool pavements 
• Urban forestry 

Analysis 
of options 

• By adaptation method  
• By legal authority 
• By type of land use 
• By tradeoffs 

What are my options? 



ADAPTING to URBAN HEAT 
Green Roofs in Washington D.C. 



DDOE 

water 

libraries 

planning 
zoning 

transportation 
health 

trees development 

housing 

public 
buildings 

regulatory affairs 

parks 



Funding Adaptation:  
Federal Programs 

Energy  

•Weatherization 
Assistance 
Program 

 
•Energy Efficiency 
Conservation 
Block Grants 

 

Community 
Development 

• Community 
Development 
Block Grants 

Environment 

• Nonpoint 
Source 
Implementation 
Grants 



In-Depth Studies:  
Weatherization Assistance 

Program 



Financing Adaptation: 
How to Use the Funds 

Government Lending 
• PACE 
• Revolving Loan Funds 

 
Supporting Private Lending 
• Loan Loss Reserve Funds 





 
For more information: 

 
www.georgetownclimate.org 
smp32@law.georgetown.edu 

http://www.georgetown.climate.org
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